
Dear OCS Family - 
  
Thank you for your incredible support, patience, and grace in waiting for clarity on our plans for                 
the launch of the 2020-2021 school year. Now more than ever, we are learning what it means                 
to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17) and to “not worry about tomorrow…each day has            
enough trouble of its own” (Matt. 6:34). These are faith-building times for all of us (not just the                 
students) and our testimony before the Lord to a watching world is even more critical. Therefore,                
we are striving to walk faithfully to please our God as well as reach and prepare the next                  
generation to know and love Him better than we have. 
  
Our plan for the coming year reflects our identity as a church ministry to support each family’s                 
privileged role to evangelize and disciple their children. In addition, we are striving to move               
forward with the same three criteria established in the summer for when on-campus classes can               
launch; namely, when it is safe, legal, and OCS family supported. Toward that end, to deliver the                 
highest quality Christian education during these very difficult times, we are announcing the             
following options for currently enrolled families: 
 
PLAN A: On-Campus – An on-campus launch on August 12 is not possible due to both county                
and state requirements. However, if the possibility does become available according to the three              
criteria above, we are positioned to quickly pivot toward that opportunity and will JOYFULLY              
make the transition as soon as possible. Furthermore, we will apply for a waiver from the Butte                
County Department of Public Health as soon as it is released. Regardless, we have made               
significant modifications to our campus to support a safe learning environment for when students              
return. 
  

What now? – Families will be automatically placed on Plan B. 
  
PLAN B: Blended Learning Model – Currently enrolled families in Kindergarten – 8th grade            
will begin classes on Monday, August 17, with what we believe is a robust, organized, and                
supported blended learning option. It will not be like the spring – it will be better. We learned a                   
lot from the spring and all our teachers have worked on obtaining their Google Educator               
Certification(s). While most of the instruction will be virtual, we are working on developing              
schedules where teachers could meet regularly with individual and small groups of students. 
 
To launch Plan B smoothly, August 11-14 will now be Orientation Week. Families will set              
appointments to meet their teacher(s), pick up materials and login information, and receive             
answers to any questions about the program (this invitation will be sent later). Here are some                
specifics: 

● Students will have full access to OCS Online (this includes daily instructional          
videos, worksheets, assessments, and tools for learning). 

● Students will receive daily live instruction, grading, and individual support        
from their classroom teacher(s) via Google Meets as well as tutoring as needed           
by appointment. 

● Your child’s spot in the classroom will be reserved for when on-campus          
instruction resumes. 



● A 10% tuition reduction will be applied for families not already receiving any           
discounts or scholarships until on-campus classes resume. 

 
 FAQ’s 
  
What if I want to completely unenroll from OCS? Please don’t! We know this is a difficult                
time, but it is our prayer that our collective work and sacrifice will build a bridge to the best                   
possible future for OCS. If, however, you are unable to stay enrolled, we understand. Though               
fees and tuition are typically non-refundable due to staffing and curriculum purchases, we will              
refund any money invested beyond your July tuition payment if you provide us with notice by                
August 17. 
  
How long will this last? We will transition back to on-campus instruction as soon as possible.               
Based on the most current information, we could start in-person instruction as soon as August               
24, but it may last through the first grading period (Sep 25). 
 
 What about the Pre-School? The preschool will open and operate as planned. The above             
changes only apply to the K-8 program. 
 
What about a childcare service? We are looking into a way we could provide childcare service               
for students in K-8 for those parents who need it. The service would likely involve a minimal                 
cost and would be limited in number. It is likely that we will not have this in place until                   
September. 
 
 What about tutoring or in-person instruction? As stated earlier, we are developing a blended             
model that will provide in person interactions, both individually and in small groups, between              
teacher and student. In addition, it is possible that we could offer limited tutoring to students                
who need it. The amount of blended instruction will be different for each grade level and                
determined by number of students, type of lesson, and availability. 
 
What if I have device or connectivity issues? One of the things we learned is that it is not                  
enough for each family to have a device. We have made provision for each student who needs a                  
device to have one. Also, our library and computer lab will be supervised and available daily for                 
students who need Wi-Fi to come on campus and complete their work.  
 
 
A closing ‘soap-box’ appeal for your prayer and support…As you can imagine, this is a               
heartbreaking communication to send. It is not as if OCS is at risk of closing. Quite the contrary!                  
As a ministry of the Evangelical Free Church of Oroville, we are blessed to be able to press on                   
without the burden of debt in order to make Christian education as accessible as possible to as                 
many as possible in order to give as much glory to God as possible. However, though we are a                   
not-for-profit ministry, we are also a not-for-loss ministry. We must adjust our size and ability in                
accordance with the financial support of our partnering families while providing for ‘the laborers              
in the harvest’ (our staff). In addition, we do not receive federal or state funding, which allows us                  
to maximize our freedoms as a religious organization and your freedom to have your child               



educated without all the worldly influences forced upon public schools. Therefore, our hope is              
that all our families will remain enrolled in anticipation of returning to on-campus instruction as               
the Lord allows. The Lord has specifically crafted this challenge so that we might trust Him                
more, discern our priorities, invest in eternity, and support one another with love and sacrifice for                
the furtherance of His gospel to the next generation. God always provides sufficient grace for the                
work He has called us to do. 
  
Please be praying for your teachers and for one another’s children. We want to be back on                 
campus! However, through much prayer, godly counsel, and study we have concluded that             
opening for on-campus instruction is not the most faithful course for OCS at this time. In               
addition, to “risk it” and see what might happen with the BCDPH is neither wise before God, nor                  
a good testimony to our neighbors. The Lord has commanded parents to “teach them diligently”               
(Deut. 6:7), so we believe our role is to support your obedience to that command as best as we                   
are able. I do not want to come to school each day, nor do I want you to have to send your child                       
to school each day, wondering, “Will the school get shut down today?” or “Will I see my teacher                  
tomorrow?” or “Who will be the first one to test positive and cause a panic or a closure?”                   
Honestly, our children deserve more stability than what this world has to offer, and until we can               
be convinced that we can open safely, legally, and with full OCS family support, we will strive                 
to make the at-home learning option excellent for your family and glorifying to our great God! 
  
“The LORD sat as King at the flood; Yes, the LORD sits as King forever. The LORD will give                   
strength to His people; The LORD will bless His people with peace.” – Psalm 29:10-11 
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